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By no means, or, at least, not in the great majority of
cases. They are, on the contrary, an element which by
birth and descent are not only foreign, but even hostile
to the Czechs. [Precisely the most active members of
their party are the descendants of the generals and
statesmen who during the first decade of the Thirty
Years7 War were most energetic in suppressing and
destroying the national State, and in exterminating the
native nobility of Bohemia and confiscating their lands.
They are the grandchildren and heirs of those who, in
return for the services they rendered to Father Lamor-
main's imperial penitent, and for their assistance in
suppressing the Bohemian nationality on the one hand
and Protestantism on the other, were rewarded by the
Jesuitic policy of the Hapsburgs with the estates of the
national Czech nobles who had been sent to the scaffold
or banished from the country.]

" The representatives of our landed aristocracy who
now vie with the rabid Czech nationalists in their
enthusiasm for Bohemian autonomy are almost without
exception Germans. [In thus assuming the part of
Czechs they make themselves as ridiculous as the gallant
Junker von Krauthofer from the banks of the Vistula
when he dons the embroidered Pekcsche of the Poles
with their white or red ' Confederatkay cap, and christens
himself pan-Krutowski. Not one of them uses the
Bohemian language in speaking to his equals; indeed
few of them are able to read or understand it at all,
while hardly a couple out of the whole lot could stand
the test of pronouncing the famous vowelless shibboleth
4 Strcz prst skrz krk.' (These words signify : Put your
thumb down your throat.) They speak as their mothers,
grandmothers and great-grandmothers spoke, they think
and feel as their grandfathers and great-grandfathers
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